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Charity of the week

Blue Skye Thinking

Blue Skye Thinking is a charity which supports
research efforts that work to ensure that all
children diagnosed with brain tumours have a
better chance of survival and a better quality of
life post-treatment. Current treatment has
devastating side-effects — fatally in the case of
Skye Hall, whom the charity is named after.
Researchers are trying to establish innovative
treatments using Biomarkers to treat
childhood brain tumours, the No. 1 cancer
killer in children. Earlier this year, Skye
launched an appeal to #loomtothemoon, to
build a loom band which will reach to the
Moon, and raise awareness and funds. The
charity is run by volunteers, and all money

donated goes directly to the forefront of
research and treatment. For further

#LOOMTOTHEMOON

information, please visit
hhtp://www.blueskyethinking.org and http://www.facebook.com/loomtothemoon.
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Then SAVE UP TO 41% when you subscribe

1 November 2014



SUPPORTING RESEARCH & TREATMENT OF CHILDHOOD BRAIN TUMOURS

Abingdon Herald

Skye’s family is bowled
over by club’s donat
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Grateful father

says it's naive to
think research is
‘well catered for’

By Alex Wynick
news@heraldseries.co.uk

THE father of Skye Hall says he was
“touched by the generosity of the
Oxfordshire public” after a bowls club
raised nearly £1,500 for their cause.

Skye was just five when he died on
August 29 after battling a brain tumour
for a year.

His parents Andrew and Sally, from
Abingdon, set up the charity Blue Skye
Thinking to fund research into alterna-
tive t ments to child cancers, after
s diagnosed with radio-chemo
icity.
nt healthy cells in his brain
and spinal cord were damaged by the
traditional treatments of radiation
therapy and chemotherapy.

Mr Hall, who accepted the cheque
from Oxfordshire County Bowling
Association last week, said: “It is clear
Blue Skye Thinking and the cause
which the charity supports strikes a
chord with so many people

Mr Hall, a teacher, who is also father
id: “We naively believed
that children’s cancer would be well
catered for in terms of funding.

‘But though vur jong journey with
Skye over the past year it has become
clear to us that the majority of funding
for research is made through charities
such as Blue Skye Thinking and the
donations of the public.

“To date, children’s cancer treat-
ments are adapted forms of treatment
designed for adults and have serious
consequences. It is absolutely the right
time to help this research with the
funding they so desperately need.”

Mike Andrew organised the bowls
club’s collection, raising money in
charity tins at every home match dur-
ing his time as president.

Mr Andrew, 71, who lives in
Mollington, near Banbury, said: “I've
known Skye’s parents for about eight
years through Oxford Operatic Society
and it touched my heart.

“I went to see Skye when he was
home from hospital and I had on my

presidential chain and we put it around
his neck. He had a beam on his face that
went from ear to ear. It was lovely.

“Apparently when he went back into
hospital after that he was telling every-
one he met the president.”

He said of the cheque presentation:
“It was our AGM and my last day as
president, so it seemed appropriate to
hand over the cheque then. I'm a junior

Chain of office. . . Mike Andrew meets Skye Hall during his time as
bowis club president. Below, the youngster's father Andrew, left,
receives the club’s donation of £1,500 from Mr Andrew, right
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president at Bowls England now so I'm
hoping to continue collecting when I go
around the country for that.”

For information about Blue Skye
Thinking visit blueskyethinking.org,
and to learn more about its Loom to
the Moon campaign visit
facebook.com/loomtothemoon

To donate, text LOOM66 £2 to 70070
or visit justgiving.com/skye-hall
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Oxford Mail

. L. THE father of Skye Hall said he was “touched by the generosity of the Oxfordshire
ublic” after a bowls club raised nearly £1,500 for their cause.
e's story keeps on inspiring others public” after a bowls club raised nearly £1,500 for th

Skye was just five when he died on August 29 after battling a brain tumour for a
year.

His parents, Andrew and Sally, set up the charity Blue Skye Thinking to fund
research into alternative treatments to child cancers, after Skye was diagnosed
with radio-chemo neurotoxicity.

It meant healthy cells in his brain and spinal cord were damaged by the traditional
treatments of radiation therapy and chemotherapy.
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Mr Hall, who accepted the cheque from Oxfordshire County Bowling Association
last week, said: “It is clear that Blue Skye Thinking and the cause which the charity
supports strikes a chord with so many people.”
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Oxford Mail cont...

The Abingdon teacher said: “We naively believed that children’s cancer would be
well catered for in terms of funding.

“But through our long journey with Skye over the past year it has become clear to
us that the majority of funding for research is made through charities such as Blue
Skye Thinking and the donations of the public.”

Also father to Jesse, two, he added: “To date, children’s cancer ~ PROMOTED STORIES
treatments are adapted forms of treatment designed for
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“Apparently when he went back into hospital after that he was
telling everyone he met the president.”

He said of the cheque presentation: “It was our AGM and my
last day as president, so it seemed appropriate to hand over
the cheque then.
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“I'm a junior president at Bowls England now so I'm hoping to continue collecting
when | go around the country for that.”

For information about Blue Skye Thinking visit blueskyethinking.org and to learn
more about its Loom to the Moon campaign visit facebook.com/loomtothemoon

To donate, text LOOM66 £2 to 70070 or visit justgiving.com/skye-hall
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Loom to the Moon held at
Lapford in memory of Skye

LOOM bands, those little
coloured elastic bands with
which people make bracelets,
and long loom strands were
scattered over the floor of
Lapford School hall, all part
of making a Loom to the Moon

and a bid for a Guinness
World Record for the longest

symptoms, this treatment
called the Milan Protocol was
stopped nationally because it
was deemed too dangerous.
“While Skye having
treatment, his friends had
taught him about looming. He
wore an astronaut type mask
and came up with Loom to
the Moon during Hyperbaric
Treatment
e died on August 29

e year old

school that day wearing some
thing to do with space.

Loom bands made on Fri-
day measured 132m. There
was also a cake sale after
school that day, raising a fur-
ther £50 for the charity.

Every child in the school
took part in making the long
lengths of loom, some donating
packs of loom bands.

All loom bands need to be
finished by December 19 when
the World Record will be at-
tempted

Janet said that other
chools who wished to help
e Loom to the Moon
project sh pl

ease, contact
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